
Issue 1 

Rights for Crime Victims 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment 

Proposed by Initiative Petition 

To repeal and replace the existing language in Section 10a of Article I of the Constitution of 

the State of Ohio 

A majority yes vote is necessary for the amendment to pass. 

The proposed amendment would expand the rights of victims under the current Section 1 0a and 

require that the rights of victims be protected as vigorously as the rights of the accused. More 

specifically, for the purpose of ensuring due process, respect, fairness, and justice for crime 

victims and their families in the criminal and juvenile justice systems, the amendment would 

provide victims with: 

• the right to privacy and to be treated with respect, fairness, and dignity; 

• the right to information about the rights and services available to crime victims; 

• the right to notification in a timely manner of all proceedings in the case; 

• the right to be present and heard at all court proceedings, including the right to petition 

the court to protect the victim's rights; 

• the right to a prompt conclusion of the case; 

• to refuse discovery requests made by the accused, except as authorized by A1iicle I, 

Section 10 of the Ohio constitution; 

• the right to reasonable protection from the accused; 

• the right to notice of the release or escape of the accused; and 

• the right to restitution. 

The proposed amendment would not establish a cause of action for damages or compensation 

against the state or any political subdivision. 

If approved, the amendment will be effective 90 days after the election. 

SHALL THE AMENDMENT BE 

APPROVED? 

YES

NO 



CERTIFICATION 

Acting in my capacity as the secretary of the Ohio Ballot Board, I hereby certify to the 
Secretary of the State of Ohio that the foregoing text is the ballot language prescribed by the 
Ohio Ballot Board, acting pursuant to A1iicle II, Section l g  of the Ohio Constitution and 
section 3505.062 of the Revised Code of Ohio, for this constitutional amendment proposed 

by petition for submission to the Ohio electorate at the election to be held on November 7, 
2017. 

11 In testimony whereof, I have subscribed my name in Columbus, Ohio, this 1 i day 
of August, 201 7.

Secretary, Ohio Ballot Board
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